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Section A
Intent

What is the quality of 
Geography education like 
at Herringthorpe Junior 

School?



Herringthorpe 
Junior School - 

Geography 
Statement of 

Intent 

Pupils are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and 
knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. Geography is, 
by nature, an enquiry based subject, which develops and 
understanding of key concepts, knowledge and skills. The 
curriculum is designed to develop knowledge and skills, which will 
support children in the outside world.
At Herringthorpe school we ensure that our children develop 
knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum 
areas and which can and are used to promote their spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development.
One of our key aims is to inspire children to develop a fascination 
about the world and its people which will remain with them for 
the rest of their lives; to promote the children’s interest and 
understanding of diverse places, people, resources and natural and 
human environments, together with a deep understanding of the 
Earth’s key physical and human processes.



Scheme of Work
2021-2022



1. Intent: To what extent does the school’s geography 
curriculum set out and share the knowledge and skills 
that pupils will build?

As the National curriculum includes 4 strands, 
we used our Willow Tree Academy  foundation 
tracker to place all the objectives into the 
correct strands for each year group. 

Leaders went through the foundation tracker 
and end of year reports. This allowed us to 
collate targets and objectives for each year 
group. 

These strands are covered on the 
foundation tracker. 

These objectives were then cross 
checked against the EOY 
statements for each year group.

Only Y3 and 6 do not feature 
Strand 3.



1. Intent: To what extent does the school’s geography 
curriculum set out and share the knowledge and skills 
that pupils will build?

In relation to Herringthorpe Junior’s 
previous application, it was evident that 
we wanted to ensure our offer of 
Geography to our pupils allowed a 
buildup of Knowledge and Skills. To 
support this, myself as the subject leader 
worked alongside other geography 
leaders within our academy trust to 
develop a scheme of work for geography. 



Geography Scheme of Work at 
Herringthorpe Junior School

Strand 1: Locational Knowledge

Strand 2:  Place Knowledge (Doesn’t feature in Y3&6)

 Strand 3:  Human and Physical Geography

Strand 4: Geographical Skills and Field work

Within the national curriculum there are 4 strands to be covered within 
Geography across KS1 and KS2.



Each year group within the scheme 
of work is provided with:

● An overview for each term
● Key skills to cover

● End of year statements
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Transition Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Link to NEMESIS

Strand 4 - 
Fieldwork:

Describe the location of 
features and  routes on 
maps. 

Devise simple picture 
maps (e.g. school 
grounds)
Use photographs to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features (in the UK)

Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to 
study the geography of 
their school and its 
grounds

Topic: Around the World in 75 days

Strand 3:  Human and Physical Geography
Identify basic seasonal weather patterns in the UK
Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the equator and poles (UK in relation to 
them)
Use basic Geographical vocabulary to describe 
physical features of the school, grounds and  
surrounding environment 

Y2: Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans
Identify daily weather patterns in the UK

Topic: Scrumdiddlyumptious OR Marvellous 
Mixtures 

Strand 2:  Place Knowledge
Distinguish between human and 
physical features of a small area (e.g. 
the school) and provide examples

 

Y2: Understand geographical similarities and 
differences of human and physical geography 
and a small area in a non-European country 

Y2 
Identify the location of hot and cold areas 
of the world in relation to the North and 
South poles.

Topic: Great Fire of London

Strand 1: Locational Knowledge
● Name some local towns 
● Name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the 4 countries and 
capital cities of the UK and its 
surrounding areas

● Locate local towns on a simple map (where 
do we live in Uk?)

Y2: Understand geographical similarities and 
differences of human and physical geography 

● Each area must be covered in that term.

● Where possible it should link to topic or have cross curricular links.

● Children should be given opportunity to use geographical skills

Geography Long Term Plan

Year ½ - CYCLE 1

Key Skills:
● Locate, name, identify
● Understand similarities and 

differences
● Identify patterns
● Use maps and simple 

compasses
● Observation



YEAR 1 END OF YEAR GEOGRAPHY STATEMENTS

● Talk about natural and human features of localities and 
discuss similarities and differences between their local 
area and another locality.

● Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language to 
describe the location of features and routes on a map

● Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom

● Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas, using maps, atlases and globes.

● Ask and answer questions by observing and using 
resources given to them

● Can produce simple maps and plans of their local 
environment and fictional places.

YEAR 2 END OF YEAR GEOGRAPHY 
STATEMENTS:

● Uses and understands geographical 
vocabulary and equipment

● Makes and uses plans and maps 
using symbols and keys

● Understands human and physical 
influences on the environment

● Can name and locate the world’s 
seven continents and five oceans

● Can identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South 
Poles



Geography 
Policy

Click here to access HJS Geography Policy

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ibte72X4huvefe5RZdnI0PpTrxeWcMtqsYqY7IDtGrY/edit?usp=sharing


Planning
LTP, MTP and STP examples



Geography is outlined on our sequential learning grid 
for each year group, this provides the outline for the 
term, weekly dates and the coverage:



Additionally, long 
term plans per year 
group are covered 

within the 
geography scheme 

of work
Click here to access 
our full scheme of 

work

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19FmcUEf0SYGzj9C4HV4rVJnyszJu_Te5cVcQyzqNH64/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19FmcUEf0SYGzj9C4HV4rVJnyszJu_Te5cVcQyzqNH64/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19FmcUEf0SYGzj9C4HV4rVJnyszJu_Te5cVcQyzqNH64/edit?usp=sharing


Transition Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Link to 
NEMESIS

Strand 4 - 
Fieldwork:

Features using 
geographical 
vocabulary

Observe measure 
and record 
features in the 
local area

Topic: This City is Ours

Strand 1: Locational Knowledge
Name and locate countries, cities and main 
geographical regions of the UK (link to 
Romans) 
Describe the key human & physical 
features locations e.g. topography, land 
use patterns 
Understand how land use changes over 
time 

Topic: Fantastic Mr Fox

Strand 3: Human and Physical 
Geography
Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography including key 
topographical features (inc hills, mountains, 
coasts, rivers) and land patterns
Describe features studied using 
geographical vocabulary

Topic: Victorians

Strand 4: Geographical Skills and Field 
work
Learn the eight points of a compass,
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries 
Describe features studied using geographical 
vocabulary
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record 
the human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, including tables, 
sketch maps and plans 

Key Skills:
● Locate
● Identify
● Understanding similarities and differences
● Describe key aspects
● Use the 8 points of a compass
● Use fieldwork

Geography Long Term Plan
● Each area must be covered in that term.

● Where possible it should link to topic or have cross curricular links.

● Children should be given opportunity to use geographical skills



Medium/Short Term 
Planning

Taken from the sequential learning grid and long term 
planning - the medium and short term plans are then 

put into slides with notes



The WALT (we are learning to) and learning 
intention is displayed for the children at the start 
of the lesson alongside the WILF (what i’m looking 
for) which is what children should be able to 
achieve by the end of the session.

An introduction to the 
session is provided - with 

key questioning for the 
children to encourage 

curiosity.

Y5



Differentiated learning tasks are 
given to the class, providing a 
selection of different tasks for 
children to complete.

A moving on slide is 
planned for the plenary to 
provide deeper thinking 
and to provoke ideas for 
the next step in learning.

Y5



Y4



Y4



Geography supports a broad and rich curriculum by providing meaningful contexts 
for cross curricular learning, whole school initiatives and community events:

In our harvest 
celebration, children in 
Y3 celebrated the harvest 
by linking to their 
geography topic ‘Farm to 
Fork’: Take a look here:  
Harvest Celebration

Our school world book 
day celebration showed 
children linking their love 
of reading to Geography.

One of our Y5 pupils 
explains his favourite 
book and why:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=309&v=oClrX7oTnN8&feature=emb_logo
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1dJZdF6rkMN6Svqgx9cgT2PCn0vejCwt8/preview


Geographical contexts enhancing our curriculum:

Our Y6 visit to Northumberland 
provides our children to be enriched 
in their geography topic ‘How do we 
defend our coastline?’.

The children were offered a range of 
experiences such as:

● A visit to Holy Island
● Bamburgh Castle
● Rockpooling
● A boat trip
● The millennium bridge



Geographical contexts enhancing our curriculum:

Other year groups are provided with 
residentials and geographical visits:

Y5 visited Stratford to support their 
geography learning - they visited Warwick 
Castle and explored the town.

Y4 visited Ilam in the peak district 
for their history topic - Geography 
was linked to this as they completed 
a range of orienteering and map 
work activities whilst visiting the 
peak district.

To support their farm to fork 
topic Y3 visited Cannon Hall Farm 
to ask key questions and 
experience a real farm.



High and age related expectations:

Our foundation subject tracker provides a key outline of the age related 
expectations for each year group within geography.
From having conversations with the children and viewing learning teachers 
are able to assess the child’s geographical learning and keep track of their 
attainment.



Knowledge Organisers
Children are provided with a learning journey folder in the classroom which 
they can access at all times, within this folder they are provided with a 
‘knowledge organiser’ which is a summary of the key facts and essential 
knowledge that pupils need about a unit of work or a curriculum subject.



Knowledge Organisers - Y6 



Section A
Implementation

What is the quality of 
Geography education like 
at Herringthorpe Junior 

School?



Adaptive Geography 
Teaching

“In Y6 we have been debating the 
question, ‘Is tourism on the coast a 
good thing?’. We have researched 
the impact of tourism on different 
places which helped us to back up 
our views and build on one 
another’s responses. During our 
debate, we used our discussion 
guidelines to help make sure our 
debate was a success. The debate 
will help us when writing our 
balanced arguments in literacy 
over the coming days.”



Adaptive Geography 
Teaching
Following this  debate children then 
generated learning outcomes

● A reflection on the children’s big 
geographical question ‘How do we 
defend our coastline?’

● A piece of writing to follow the 
debate - is tourism on the coastline 
a good thing? 





The curriculum is relevant and authentic
Y5 Completed their own geographical enquiry to support their 
learning about rivers:



The curriculum is relevant and authentic
Y5 Completed their own geographical enquiry to support their 
learning about rivers - Enquiry based learning took place with 
an  experiment to start the session:



The curriculum is relevant and 
authentic:
When asked to each draw a river, children 
noticed how everyone created bends and 
curves in their rivers and began to use 
different activities to understand the 
features of a river and try to work out an 
answer to our enquiry.



The curriculum is relevant and authentic
High quality outcomes were achieved from the session:



The curriculum is relevant and authentic, children use their 
own interests to make sense of geographical processes.

This child drew on his 
interests of comics to 
present his 
geography learning 
on Whitby Lifeboats.

During lockdown our 
children worked 
collaboratively to 
generate their own 
online geography 
quiz to share as a 
class.

After learning about lighthouses 
our Y6 children chose to link their 
geography project of the coast with 
their STEM project to create and 
engineer their own light up 
lighthouse.



Making sense of processes, patterns and interconnections:

During 
lockdown, our 
Y3 children 
used their 
observational 
skills to look 
carefully on 
their daily 
walks to find a 
range of 
habitats.

They created a 
class ‘pobble’ 
to share their 
ideas 
collectively. Children applied their learning about 

habitats when exploring our local area 
and visiting a nature reserve.



Regular planned fieldwork opportunities utilising the 
school grounds:

Pond dipping:
As a previous target mentioned on Herringthorpe Junior 
School’s geography mark 2018 - we wanted to improve our 
fieldwork and use of the school grounds. 
As our school grounds have a local pond we have utilised 
this for geography across all year groups.

Key fieldwork skills 
from pond dipping:

● Gathering 
information

● Measuring
● Collecting 

audio/visual 
information

● Drawing 
information

● Representing 
information



Drawing features observed in a 
familiar environment. Older 
children are able to draw what 
they have observed adding 
colour, texture and detail.

Since the previous mark, our 
school has invested in data 

loggers to support geographical 
fieldwork.

Use mathematical knowledge to 
represent data using appropriate 
methods. Organise results electronically 
on
a spreadsheet and use electronic data 
handling to show and compare results.

We have invested in iPad apps such 
as thinglink to support geographical 
learning - ThingLink (opens in new 
tab) is a clever tool that makes 
annotating digital items super 
simple. Children can use images, 
your own pictures, videos, or 
360-degree interactive images for 
tagging. By adding tags, they can 
allow students to interact with the 
media, drawing more detail from it.

Questioning, describing, 
asking a range of detailed 
questions.

Gathering Information Measuring
Collecting Audio 

Visual Information

Sketching information Representing Information



Local fieldwork
Exploring valley park to 

gather information

Clifton Park

The school woodland 
grounds

New York Stadium

Wentworth Woodhouse



Fieldwork Outcome Examples:
Children using the iPads and iMovie 
to showcase their understanding of 
urban and rural spaces around 
Rotherham.

Using techniques to complete 
seabird sketches from a fieldwork 
visit to the coast

https://herringthorpejuniors.com/20
18/10/26/year-6m-pollution-news/

Click the link to watch Y6 present 
their fieldwork outcomes with a news 
report about pollution.

Year 5 children have drawn line 
graphs to compare the weather in 
their local area, Rotherham to the 
weather from their residential visit to 
Stratford.

https://herringthorpejuniors.com/2018/10/26/year-6m-pollution-news/
https://herringthorpejuniors.com/2018/10/26/year-6m-pollution-news/


Assessment Practices 
At Herringthorpe Junior School we have a 
selection of learning skills which underpin our 
learning values.

One of our key learning skill characters are 
‘Critical and Creative’. These characters are 
nicknamed: ‘The Thinking Twins’. 

Following this learning skill and encouraging 
this allows our children to understand what it 
means to think both critically and creatively.

For self assessment purposes we 
give children the opportunity to 
assess themselves against the 
criteria of each learning skill.



Assessment for Learning

Across all subjects taught at our school, assessment 
for learning is a key element. 

In geography assessment for learning is essential to 
ensure that core knowledge is underpinned.

Our learning skills strongly support assessment for 
learning in geography as they allow children to reflect 
and consider the skills they have used to meet their 
success criteria.

Another way we incorporate 
assessment for learning is 
using peer critique. This 
allows children to 
collaborate to evaluate their 
learning, discussing 
strengths and next steps. 

We also use a rubric in a 
selection of subject areas, 
this allows children to 
visually see the components 
needed to make their 
learning successful.

Assessment and Responding to Feedback



Another additional tool we use for assessment, is the geographical skills on our end of year reports.These statements allow us to 
assess children against these. We use these as key indicators to plan our geographical teaching, which is informed by 
assessment.

Here are the key indicators for a Y3 child and a Y6 child:

Here are the key indicators for Y3 and Y6.

Assessment Practices 



Section A
Impact

What is the quality of 
Geography education like 
at Herringthorpe Junior 

School?



Pupils achieve well, make good progress and 
are equipped for success

As a school we have ensured are 
children are equipped for success 
by building strong links with local 
secondary schools, prior to our 
children beginning KS3.

Children have visited local 
secondary schools, these visits 
have included geography and 
science workshops.



Pupils achieve well, make good progress and 
are equipped for success

Progress example: Map Work

In year 3, children are beginning their 
geography journey and are beginning to 
locate countries and continents. 
Knowledge from their previous infant 
school is also being consolidated.

In year four and progressing through 
school children are able to use digital 
technologies to identify rainforests 
around the world.

In upper key stage 2, children are 
able to generate their own maps.



Curriculum Overview



Geographical Skill Sets 

Children apply their 
knowledge of maps and are 
able to read maps with 
accompanying symbols

Mapping
Mapping is embedded into 
our scheme of work and is 
used across school. See 
mapping outcomes below:

Graphicacy



Geographical Skill Sets with Digital Technologies

Chromebooks

Y3 are using the 
chromebooks to 
identify our local area 
Rotherham on google 
maps.

Tinkercad Technology

Children have used 
Tinkercad to support their 
learning about the coastline 
- they generated a design for 
their own lighthouse.

Padlet

Y4 used padlet linked to 
google maps to map the 
locations of the great 
plague.



Geographical Skill Sets with Digital Technologies

Google Drive

Google drive has been 
used to support 
fieldwork throughout 
the school.

Animations

Animating and creating 
videos is used to support 
geography throughout 
school. Children use apps 
such as ‘I can animate’ to 
present their learning. 

Videos and Green Screens

Throughout school children have 
access to our green screen. Here 
children in upper school are 
filming a news report about a 
broken lighthouse.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/17k3TgH1JBE2bSRqQG8n2MKUIcYQ9Bfjj/preview


Geographical Skill Sets with Digital Technologies
Google drive is used across the 
school to support children’s 
achievement. 
This contains areas which allow 
children to present, find out and 
share learning.

Children can independently 
complete geographical learning and 
share this with their class teacher 
who can edit, comment and make 
changes.

We used Google Drive/Classroom 
throughout lockdown in order to 
ensure our pupils continued to 
engage with their learning.



Section B
How does geography 

education shape 
behaviour, values and 

attitudes?



Geography 
Creates an 

effective 
learning 

environment



Classroom and Corridor displays:





























Resource Audit:
Our recent audit was 
highlighted in our 
SWOT analysis under 
threats:

A key note from staff in a 
recent audit was the lack of 
Atlases in school needed to 
support geographical 
learning



Identifying this need in our audit and 
updating our resources has encouraged 
geographical learning.



Pupil End of 
Topic Feedback:

In lower key stage 2 children 
reflected on their learning about 
the rainforest
“In Geography I learnt in our rainforest topic 
that every minute the size of a football pitch 
gets cut down”

“In Geography I now know that the rainforest 
is located in the Amazon, I used maps in this 
topic to help me locate this”.



Pupil End of 
Topic Feedback:

In upper key stage 2 reflected on 
their geography learning:
“In our WW2 topic we used maps to locate 
areas where evacuees were sent.”

“I’ve visited the coastline on Northumberland 
and have used this to support my geography 
learning”.



Staff End of 
Topic Feedback:
“Using the scheme of work we are able to 
implement different strategies to support 
children with their geographical learning. As a 
teacher, it is a guide to show the progression 
of the skills throughout the year. I hope we 
continue to use this scheme in school, as I feel 
it has been useful and beneficial to support 
Early Career Teachers.”
Anna Johnson - Y4 Teacher

“In order to improve geography across school, 
I think we need to ensure there is a vast 
range of resources available to support away 
from the desk geography teaching”
Laura Cooper - Y5 Teacher



Pupil and Teacher surveys are inclusive and feedback is 
used appropriately:

Pupil Survey:

Responses:

What have you learnt about in Geography so far this year?
“We have learnt all about the coastlines and we visited one in Northumberland”
“In Year 4 we know all about the rainforest and we did lots of map work to help us 
with this”
“ We learnt about world trade routes”

Do you like learning about Geography?

“Yes, I enjoy reading non-fiction books about geography too”
“I like going out of the classroom in Geography and discovering new things”
“I really like it because it links to our school visits when we explore new places”



Responses:

How can we make Geography better at our 
school?
“ I would like to learn more about countries and visit them”
“I think we could visit other places and learn outside of where 
we live”
“I like using google maps, we could use that more on the iPads in 
school”

Do you think Geography is important for your 
future?
“It is really important to understand the world around us”
“Yes or you won’t know where things are located”
“We need to know about volcanoes as they could be a threat to 
us in the future”.



Pupil and Teacher surveys are inclusive and feedback is used appropriately:

Staff Feedback upon 
meeting:

Strengths 
Things that the school does well. Aspects of the services 
that parents and pupils particularly like. Characteristics 

and activities that are unique to the school. Advantages of 
working in or using the school.

Weaknesses
Areas in which the school could be working much more 
effectively in, or things the school could be doing better. 

Things the school feels it lacks that needs to have in order 
to improve.

● NEMESIS links
● Mapwork
● Cross-curricular links
● Similarities and differences (link to NC)
● ICT 
● Local area is being used
● Curriculum coverage is varied amongst 

year groups
● Geography based topics
● Data Analysis
● Updated geography scheme of work 

● Fieldwork
● Data analysis (children need to collect 

their own data)
● Weather focus
● Clear sequencing and progression (map 

work)from EYFS - Y6
● Ensuring geography is in each topic
● Making use of opportunities
● Links to other countries (across all 

academy schools)



Learning outcomes which 
demonstrate passionate 
engagement/respectful 
challenge:

Learning 
Outcomes:



Click the links below to see Y6 Children’s Coastal 
Erosion Animations:

Coastal Erosion Animations 

Coastal Erosion Animations

“We discovered 
the process of 
coastal erosion 
and created an 
animation to 
show the 
process.”

https://herringthorpejuniors.com/2021/02/10/y6-coastal-erosion/
https://herringthorpejuniors.com/2021/10/19/y6-coastal-erosion-animations/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OJj2gCBbKzf7QQHK8ehpDW7ShKOuBjpB/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1iEMBDDm00YeoKGeijI5Y4EGdx6ezMRoI/preview


We discovered the 
process of coastal 
erosion and created 
an animation to 
show the process.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OJj2gCBbKzf7QQHK8ehpDW7ShKOuBjpB/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1iEMBDDm00YeoKGeijI5Y4EGdx6ezMRoI/preview


Lockdown Engagement:
During lockdown due to Covid-19, our children spent the majority of their 
school year completing online lessons through virtual learning.
All staff ensured that Geography was taught virtual, whilst ensuring that it 
remained engaging. Live lessons took place on Google Meet, and engaging 
tasks were given to the children to complete via Google Classroom.



Learning presented in Upper School to show 
longitude and latitude



Geography learning has been consolidated to 
present learning about the children’s visit to 
Northumberland, with additional research.



Reflecting on a visit to the coast, the Y6 child 
has presented their findings of their 
observations



Section C
How does Geography 

support pupils’ personal 
development?



Geographical Knowledge Promotes an 
open-minded balanced and 

considerate worldview.



Equipping pupils 
to be responsible 
respective active 

citizens



Our school is now a partner in the Nemesis project which involved Social 
Innovation Education which is a combination of philosophy, values and skills 
which young people need to become the social innovators of the future. 

Take a look at the 
nemesis website:
http://nemesis-edu.eu 

http://nemesis-edu.eu


NEMESIS Projects promoting responsible citizenship:

Y5 - Found issues in our 
community and local area

Y3- Decided they wanted to 
support wildlife in the local 

area, they wrote to the 
warden of our local park to 

ask to put up their bird 
houses

Y4 Wanted to combat 
the issue of pollution 
and decided to work 
collaboratively on a 

recycling project



Exploring different perspectives and points of view:

“Today has been a breakthrough moment for the children in Y4 
as they have worked alongside 1 local and 1 international 
‘change-maker of tomorrow’ . The children have been putting 
their ideas into actions by using up-cycled materials to create a 
bag for life to help protect our world from being strangled by 
disposable plastic bags.

They have also had an insight into how denim jeans can be used 
as insulation for houses. The children had the opportunity to see 
and feel each stage of this process.

Tomorrow the children will be thinking about how their passion 
to help protect the planet can be passed on, further than the 
walls of our school.”



Exploring different lifestyles and cultures:

As our school has a large 
percentage of Muslim 
students, we partake in 
celebrations for Eid and 
share and celebrate 
children’s cultures.



Providing opportunities to explore diversity and commonality:

“Today in Y6, we had the privilege of 
talking with Mark (Rotherham United 
football coach) about the issues the club 
faces with racism. As our NEMESIS 
project aims to tackle racism in our local 
community, we discussed the differences 
between non-racist and anti-racist and 
considered what we could do as a school 
to develop equality and support the 
‘Allyship’ work. The children were 
inspired by the workshop and are looking 
forward to making a difference for their 
future.”



Providing opportunities to explore diversity and commonality:
We aim to teach children the core British Values across the 
curriculum in order to enable all pupils to thrive in our 
academy.

We have developed our curriculum to make our teaching of the 
British Values high priority through our daily teaching and 
learning. Through this learning blog you will see that the key 
British Values are taught and celebrated through all subject 
areas as well as through visits, residentials, assemblies and 
special visitors.

The key British Values taught through our curriculum include:

Democracy

Individual liberty

Rule of law

Mutual respect

Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs



Exploring different perspectives and points of view:

Holocaust 
Memorial Day

Platinum 
Jubilee

Y6 came together to learn about Holocaust Memorial 
Day. As well as learning about the horrors of the 
Holocaust, we reflected on the diary of Anne Frank. 
Despite her short life being filled in many ways with 
despair, she was always looking for the positives in 
people and looking forward to a more beautiful life. We 
reflected on how her words may inspire us.

 It was amazing to see so many children 
turn up to take part in what was a 
magnificent event. We have enjoyed 
learning all about The Queen and why 
these celebrations are so important for 
our country.



Exploring different perspectives and points of view:

International 
Women’s Day
Y6 learnt about Alan 
Turing and focused on 
the women who worked 
there, cracking codes to 
help win the war.

Community 
Collections

The Social Supermarket at Rotherham 
Minster were astounded at the 
generosity of the Herringthorpe Junior 
School community when we delivered 
our Harvest Collection. Thank you so 
much for supporting this worthy cause. 
Our donations will help feed those who 
have found themselves in difficulty.



Contemporary 
and 

environmental 
geography 

themes



Contemporary and environmental geography themes

Pollution and Protecting the 
environment

Our school promoted the importance of 
protecting our oceans from plastic pollution. 
They created their own campaign and shared 
with parents and members of the trust.

Caring for our school environment

Throughout school all year groups are invited to 
participate and care for our large school grounds. 
Children partake in our gardening club in school 
time and after school.



Contemporary and environmental geography themes

Remembering local heroes
Supporting local care homes

Year 6M walked to the war memorial in Clifton 
Park this afternoon to support our work in our 
topic. The maturity shown by the children was 
incredible and they showed great respect to the 
local heroes who gave their lives for our freedom.

The children explored the local area 
and wanted to find ways they could 
help give back to the community. We 
worked with CLifton Meadows care 
home to support and spend time with 
their residents.



Philosophy for Children to support contemporary and 
environmental geography themes

Philosophy for children is an essential part of our curriculum at Herringthorpe 
Junior School - it allows children to consider positive relationships, difference, 
diversity. It also allows children to develop their self esteem.

To promote this across our academy - we have created a collaborative blog to 
share philosophy practise between other schools with a focus.



Contemporary and environmental geography themes

‘ Why are we still producing plastic if it’s 
causing so much damage?’



Contemporary and environmental geography themes

Y3 were engaged in their 
project to design birdhouses 
to protect the local wildlife at 
our park.
They used fieldwork alongside 
this to identify the number of 
birds in the park and collate 
xd this data to present to the 
park ranger.



Section D
How is Geography 

being led and 
managed?



Staff Meeting:
During lockdown it was evident that staff 
felt they needed more support for teaching 
geography virtually. The Geography subject 
lead held a staff meeting to address these 
needs.
Support was given to support virtual 
teaching of geography and a range of 
resources was provided. Staff were given 
the opportunity to to work in breakout 
rooms to discuss their planning and how 
this could be adapted.



CPD Opportunities:
The geography lead has been provided with 
a range of CPD opportunities.

One of the most recent opportunities has been 
‘Exploring Excellence in the Geography curriculum’.  This 
has allowed practitioners share their subject domain 
expertise and support. The aims of the sessions are to: 
provide
subject-specific input to support primary and 
secondary subject leaders and teachers with their 
geography curricula; provide guidance of what
excellence looks like in geography; build a narrative 
around Ofsted in relation to curriculum design; and 
create a partnership network of geography
teachers and leaders.

The session was provided by  Jessica Hill, 
Deputy Head of a large primary in Leeds 
and consultant for the Geographical 
Association and shared insightful CPD 
which we would like to begin to 
implement in our school.



CPD Events:
As well as engaging with geography CPD, our 
school is also a learners first teaching 
school and facilitates sessions to support 
others.

Yearly, the geography lead provides training 
to ITT students. The previous two years this 
training has been delivered virtually due to 
restrictions.

Here is some feedback 
from the students who 
attended the training: 

“The amount of information
given, and best practice.” 

“Loads of ideas.”

“Lots of interactive activities,
quizzes, etc”

“The lesson ideas and help 
with planning”

“Having time to digest our
school planning and the
curriculum. I enjoyed learning
about the links to social
movements and current
issues.”

“It was inspiring”.



CPD to raise standards:

Engaging with CPD has given our school 
the opportunity to raise standards.
Guidance from the GA and courses 
attended has allowed us to work on a key 
target for geography across school which 
was improving fieldwork and how this is 
used.

All staff engaged in CPD to support them 
with the use of our new data logging 
equipment, this has raised standards as 
all staff now have the confidence to 
incorporate this into their geography 
teaching.



Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities 
and strategies for improvement:  

The Geography subject lead 
monitored to find ways for subject 
improvement. This involved 
auditing the planning for each 
subject ensuring curriculum 
objectives and that the knowledge 
to be acquired and retained was 
clear across all year groups. 



SWOT Analysis:
Collating all of the evidence 
from the audit and staff voice 
allowed the SWOT analysis to be 
collated. 

This provided an overview and 
picture of geography across the 
school, which informs areas 
which needed to be improved.

From the SWOT analysis being 
created, the subject leader has 
considered the opportunities 
and threats and has highlighted 
these finding solutions to 
optimise geographical teaching.



Subject Development Plan:

Targets are 
highlighted on 
the subject 
development 
plan.

Progress against 
the targets are 
highlighted on 
the plan which 
are then 
reflected on and 
put into place.



Pupils using key resources to enable or enhance their learning:

Atlases

Data Loggers

Chromebooks

Compasses

iPads

Maps/Virtual Maps



Visitors Sharing Knowledge and Expertise
Bird Talk:“This week, Y6 have had the privilege of speaking to Mr 
Barron, a bird enthusiast, who shared his expertise about sea birds on the 
British coastline. The children listened intently and made notes, ready to use 
them to write a non chronological report over the course of the week. It was 
such a wonderful opportunity for the children to learn from him.”

Peter Kennett:

Children in lowerschool received a talk from 
geologist and geographer Peter Kennett to support 
their learning about fossils.Holy Island

Y6 Children received 
a tour and talk on 
their visit to Holy 
Island in 
Northumberland 
from an expert guide.

Creswell Crags Talk

Children in Y4 received a 
talk from an expert who told 
them all about the history 
and geography of Creswell 
Crags.



Useful links and where to find us:

Our website:
https://herringthorpejuniors.com/
https://twitter.com/Herringthorpe?lang=en-gb

Nemesis Project:
https://twitter.com/nemesis_edu?lang=en-gb
http://nemesis-edu.eu/

Residentials:
https://herringthorpejuniors.com/category/residentials/

https://herringthorpejuniors.com/
https://twitter.com/Herringthorpe?lang=en-gb
https://twitter.com/nemesis_edu?lang=en-gb
http://nemesis-edu.eu/
https://herringthorpejuniors.com/category/residentials/


Where are 
we going 

next?



At Herringthorpe Junior school we ensure that our children develop 
knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas 
and which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development.

Through reflective practice, we hope to continue to provide our children 
with outstanding geography provision.

Our next steps are:

Continuing to follow our action plan and position statement in order to 
meet needs and targets.

Engaging with the GA to continue to access a range of outside resources 
and guidance

Share our geography expertise with other schools both inside and outside 
of the academy, across Rotherham

To update our inventory for geography and ensure resource audits are 
completed regularly.


